
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall 
Tuesday 13th May 2025 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: D Blackmore (DB), S Dalke (SD), J Granfield (JG), J Golding (JFG), 
H Lindsay (HL), T Moriarty (TM), S Thomas (ST), R Frost (WNC), C Hastie (WNC), S Porter (Clerk) and 14 members of the public 
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
2. Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office – HL proposed DB as Chairman, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.2
Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office – JG proposed TM as Vice Chairman, seconded by SD, JFG proposed HL, seconded by DB, and with 5 votes in favour for TM.  The Acceptance of Office was signed.
1.3  
Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – S Parrish (SP)

1.4
Chairman’s Announcements – The Chairman advised that all councillors were to observe the Code of Conduct and members of the public will be invited to speak at the Chairman’s discretion.  The meeting is being recorded.
1.5
Review of Standing Orders – To review and adopt in June.
1.6
Review of Financial Regulations – To review and adopt in June.
1.7
Review of Policy Documents & PC Risk Assessment – To review, replace any mention of DDC with WNC, and adopt in June.
1.8
Review of Asset Register – The new equipment in the Playing Field has been added, along with the Picnic Bench.  It was asked if a valuation of the Playing Field should be provided for the Asset Register
1.9 
Review of Insurance Renewal – The insurance policy was circulated for all to review, it was agreed that this still meets the requirements of the PC, and with only a slight increase in the premium, it was approved by all to renew for another year.
1.10
Appointment of Parish Council Representatives (Delegated Responsibilities & Terms of Reference)
The following appointments were proposed by HL, seconded by TM and all voted in favour,

Vehicle Activated Signs Representative - S Evans 

Highways Representative – Tim Moriarty

Playing Field Representatives Denise & Bruce Blackmore 

Street Lighting Representative – Jon Granfield

Police Liaison Representative – Tim Moriarty 

Rights of Way Representative – John Golding 

Social Media Representative – Simon Parrish

Grass Mowing Representative – Simon Parrish

Trees Representative – Sian Thomas
Website Representative – Simon Parrish
Defibrillator – Denise Blackmore 
Planning Representative – Tim Moriarty 
1.11
Nomination of PC Trustee to Village Hall Committee – Sarah Dalke
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Nil 


2.2 
Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3         OPEN FORUM

3.1      Public input regarding items on the Agenda – Members of the public will be invited to speak during the meeting at the Chairman’s discretion.
3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor (R Frost & C Hastie) – Arrived at Item 5.10 – The state of the roads outside the Staverton Park Hotel and Badby Lane, along with the many pot holes, were highlighted to the Ward Councillors.  Many thanks were given to Jo Gilford (outgoing Ward Councillor) for all her hard work and efforts in assisting the PC over recent years and a letter of thanks will be sent from the Clerk.
4         MINUTES

4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 1st April 2025 – It was proposed by HL that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting, seconded by TM and all voted in favour. The minutes will be signed and dated by the Chairman.
5
BUSINESS 

5.1 Well Lane – Update on the Judicial Review (Open Spaces Society v WNC) – The Judicial Review has been concluded. JFG proposed that this can be removed from the agenda, seconded by HL and all voted in favour.     
5.2 Reading Room Trust and Submission of Accounts to Charity Commission – It was confirmed that the accounts have now been submitted to the Charity Commission.  ST proposed that this be removed from the agenda, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.
5.3 Pedestrian Footway adjacent to New Development Roundabout, Daventry Road – No further update at the moment.
5.4 OPFCC Grant Funding 2024/25 – TM confirmed that the cardboard Policeman have arrived and the bird boxes are on the way.  The site locations are being agreed, and these must be placed on private property only.  SD will produce a site plan and rota for these items.  Proposed by TM, seconded by ST and with 6 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG), Carried.
5.5 
Suggested Projects for the CIL Monies – Defer to June.
5.6 Hedge/Trees overhanging Back Side Footway & affecting Street Lighting – The branches appear to have been cut back from the street lights.  New councillors will be asked to review and report back at the June meeting. 
5.7 Community Payback Project – The pathway edging out is being planned for the A425. No dates provided as yet.
5.8 Consideration of PC Meeting with WNC – Rights of Way Issues – The fence at the top of Well Lane is reported to have been moved back. R Frost has taken these PC concerns over from Jo Gilford.
5.9 Lack of Bus Service in the Parish – There is a bus service in future plans, but it’s a wait and see when.
5.10 Staverton Manual Fire Pump – The relocation back to the original location on the Village Green continues to be discussed. Improvements will be needed to the building to make it a suitable location.
5.11 TRO Proposal for A425 Daventry Road, Staverton – 30mph Speed Limit – No further updates.  TM to chase.
5.12 WNC – Application to divert public footpath FD6, FD7 & FD16 – No further update provided from WNC as yet.
5.13 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – It was agreed that to protect the parish that a Neighbourhood Plan needs to be in place.  A new working party would need to be formed.  Jane Parry (WNC) will be invited to attend a parish meeting to discuss with the parishioners the process involved.  The Clerk will contact her for suitable dates.
5.14 Parking restrictions outside the School – TM will continue to discuss the options with the School Head, the cardboard children on the pavements worked well previously, along with the possible installation of ‘time restricted’ yellow lines to be considered.  A proposal will be presented to the PC at the June meeting.
Twenty is Plenty Scheme – This scheme will involve minimal signage, only three red 20mph signs in total at the entrances to the village.   TM proposed that this scheme is adopted by the PC, seconded by JG and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG).  Carried.
5.15 WNC Annual Parish Conference – 12th June 2025 10am-2:30pm – TM and SD to attend.  The Clerk will make the booking.
5.16 Internal Audit Report 2024-25 – The report was read out by the Chairman and the advice for the Clerk’s Annual Appraisal to be completed will be actioned by the Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
5.17 Approve Annual Governance Statement 2024-25 – It was proposed by DB that the Annual Governance Statement be approved by the PC, seconded by HL and all voted in favour.
5.18 Approve Annual Accounting Statement 2024-25 – It was proposed by TM that the Annual Accounting Statement be approved by the PC, seconded by HL and all voted in favour
5.19 Approve Certificate of Exemption 2024-25 - It was proposed by HL that the Certificate of Exemption be approved by the PC, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.  This will be submitted by the Clerk to the External Auditor.
6
PC REPRESENTATIVES UPDATES (APRIL 2025)

6.1
Vehicle Activated Signs Representative (S Evans) – Nothing to report.
6.2
Highways Representative – (TM) - Nothing further to report.
6.3
Playing Field Representatives (Denise & Bruce Blackmore) - Nothing to report.
6.4
Street Lighting Representative – (JFG) - Nothing to report.  JFG will pass the information pack over to JG.
6.5
Police Liaison Representative – (TM) – Community Speedwatch is underway.
6.6 
Rights of Way Representative (JFG) - Nothing to report.
6.7
Social Media Representative (SP) - Nothing to report.
6.8 Grass Mowing Representative – (SP) – There were a couple of grassed areas missed, which will be sorted next time.  Many thanks were given to Jon Davis for the additional cuts provided in the Playing Field.
6.9
Trees Representative (DB) - Nothing to report.  The information pack will be passed to ST.
6.10 
Website Representative – (SP) – Few issues reported.
6.11
Defibrillator – (DB) – All working well.
6.12 
Planning Representative (JFG) - Nothing to report.
7.
PLANNING

	
	TYPE
	REFERENCE
	LOCATION
	DETAIL

	7.1
	Notification of Tree Work
	
	Church House, Church Street, Staverton
	Top and shape holly trees 

	
	Noted, no objections from the PC.


8 FINANCE 

It was proposed by HL that the following accounts be paid, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.  The insurance renewal premium was agreed to be paid before the 1st June 2025, as reviewed in Item 1.9.
	 8.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	BACS
	S Porter
	Clerks Salary 
April 25

£ 261.08

Expenses 

£ 12.50
	£ 273.58
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting
£ 12.74

£ 72.68

March 25 
	£ 85.42
	£ 4.27
	PCA1957 s3

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	T Moriarty
	Cardboard Policemen/Bird Boxes (OFPCC Grant)
	£ 472.30
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	Parish Online 
	Annual Website Renewal
	£ 384.00
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	Leics Gardens 
	Grass Mowing - March 2025
	£ 250.00
	
	HA1980 s96 

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	S Parrish 
	APM Expenses – Drinks/Nibbles
	£132.11
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	D Blackmore
	Key – Playing Field
	£ 9.00
	
	LGA1972 s111


8.2 Income Received:


T Pearce
Barn Rent 


£    125.00 

HSBC 

Interest 


£        5.66

OFPCC 
Grant Payment 

£    536.00

WNC

½ Year Precept

£ 7,329.00






Total 

£ 7,995.66


8.3
Bank account balances as at 30.04.25:


Unity Current Account
£ 12,155.71



Unity Deposit


£ 16,253.72
(ring fenced £11,253.72 for CIL/£5,000 Street Lighting)

HSBC Deposit 

£   4,823.17   
(ring fenced for barn roof repairs)





£ 21,076.89



(Less May Payments

£  1,520.99)

New Current A/C Total 
£ 10,634.72


Total Funds at Bank 
£ 31,711.61

9

CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


9.1 
Rugby Borough Local Plan – Preferred Option Consultation – Passed to TM to review.
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 3rd June 2025 - 7:30pm
Meeting Closed:  9:10pm 
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