
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall 
Tuesday 5th August 2025 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: D Blackmore (DB - Chairperson), J Granfield (JG), J Golding (JFG), 
H Lindsay (HL), T Moriarty (TM), S Parrish (SP), S Thomas (ST), R Frost & C Hastie (WNC), S Porter (Clerk) and 9 members of the public 
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1 Chairperson’s Announcements – The meeting is being recorded and the Code of Conduct is to be adhered to at all times.  The public will be invited to speak at the discretion of the Chairperson and as long as time permits.
1.1.1 To confirm the importance of acting as a corporate body – The Chairperson read out the notice to the PC and reminded them all to act as “one”
1.2 Apologies for Absence – S Dalke (SD)
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest - Nil


2.2 Consideration of dispensation requests received - Nil
3 MINUTES
3.1 Approve minutes of PC Meeting held on Tuesday 1st July 2025 – The following amendments were proposed by JFG and approved by the PC:
5.3         Application to divert public footpath FD6, FD7 & FD16 (Sarah Clarke) – JFG and Sarah Clarke   
(WNC) have been in correspondence regarding the correct route of the public right of way (FD16). A copy of this correspondence had been circulated to all Councillors.   A decision is still awaited for the diversion order
8.10.1  Parish Recordings on the Website – This meeting and the last meeting will be added to the website and then reviewed in 6 months as to whether this is useful
The following amendment will be listened to from the recording from the July meeting and full approval of the minutes will follow in September:
8.2.3    Parking restrictions outside the school – TM to draft a letter to the Schools for the Clerk to send as agreed at the April Meeting.

4 
OPEN FORUM – As advised in Item 1.1.
5 REPORTS FROM WEST NORTHANTS UNITARY COUNCILLORS (Rupert Frost &  Charlie Hastie)

5.1 Monthly WNC Update – There is a meeting arranged for 13th August with Highways for the ward councillors to attend, along with TM. Outstanding Staverton issues will be discussed along with the lack of bus service.  Planning Enforcement and Control is under review within WNC.  There is a problem with the rural mowing schedule with certain grass verges not being mowed in Staverton parish by Kier. This has been reported several times on Fix my Street by JFG and also TM, and is recorded as both action scheduled and then no action required and then removed from the system.  Charlie Hastie will investigate.
6. BUSINESS 

6.1 New Projector (Update from SP) – The budget projectors proposed at the last meeting were trialled and deemed not fit for purpose.  A higher spec LED projector has been purchased for the sum of £409 by SP.  Many thanks were given by JFG and it is proposed that the projector is suitable, seconded by HL and all voted in favour.  A refund will be issued at the September meeting.  Many thanks were also given to Simon Evans for all his assistance with the projector trial sessions in the Village Hall.
6.2 CIL Monies – No further update on projects at the moment.
6.3 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – SP has produced a slideshow presentation which was shown to the councillors and public.  These will be added to the website to show the background information to a Neighbourhood Development Plan.  A request for volunteers to join the working party will also be added. Proposed by JFG, seconded by JG and all voted in favour.  R Frost will also set up a Teams meeting to discuss preparing for a new SNDP.
6.4 Parish Magazine – SD has put out a request for volunteers to join the editorial team. The archives are being checked.  Defer to September.
6.5 Budget 2025/26 – (follow up from Annual Parish Meeting) – TM has produced a spreadsheet of the budget figures from 2015-2025 and it shows that the PC has been working within the lines of inflation and now has accurate forecasting for preparing the 2026/27 budget in January.  These figures will be added to the website for information.  JFG would like it recorded that there was no apology issued from TM with the allegations of incorrect budgeting in the past.
6.6 Hedge/Trees overhanging Back Side Footway & affecting Street Lighting – JG has visited the homeowner and it was agreed that although some tree maintenance has been undertaken more trimming is required, and JG and Simon Russell have volunteered to undertake this work.
6.7 Parish Councillor – Code of Conduct Training Session – NCALC have provided a quote of £300.00 plus VAT for a training course to be provided to all in the Village Hall.  Proposed by JFG that this is booked by the Clerk, seconded by DB and all voted in favour.
6.8 Notice of the NCALC 78th Annual Conference – Saturday 4th October 2025 9-1pm (Moulton Community Centre) – TM to attend.
6.9 To agree that all councillors in possession of archives, deeds, maps, plans and other documentation owned by the PC handover those documents to the Clerk for safekeeping and appropriate archiving by 15th August 2025 – It was proposed by TM, seconded by ST, that the records are handed over as requested and the deeds remain with the Clerk, and any important PC documents are archived in the County Records Office. 5 votes in favour. 
6.10 Proposed Delegated Responsibilities Policy and Revised Terms of Reference (Draft) – JFG has produced the draft policy and revised terms of references for discussion, it was agreed that the term ‘Roads’ Representative reverts back to ‘Highways’ and all can then be adopted.  Proposed by TM, seconded by JG and with 4 votes in favour (TM, JG, ST, DB) and 3 against (SP, JFG, HL).  Carried
6.11 Nomination of Trustees to the Staverton Relief in Need charity – The terms of office of Simon Russell and Roy Noon has ended.  They will be advised by the Clerk and invited to reapply should they wish.  An advert for the vacancies will be posted on the website and noticeboard.
6.12 Parish Allotment Hedge and General – The Clerk will write to the current four tenants and ask if they wish to renew for a further year and be supplied with a copy of the tenancy agreement to remind them of their responsibilities.  Proposed by JFG, seconded by HL and all voted in favour.
6.13 WNC - Parish Path Warden Scheme – The vacancy will be advertised on the PC website.
7. PC REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES 

7.1     
Vehicle Activated Signs (S Evans) – All working fine.  Data from these devices and the community speed watch has been gathered in the same week and this is currently being prepared.
7.2
Highways (TM) 
7.2.1 20mph speed limit in the village centre – Ongoing.
7.2.2 40mph speed limit – Daventry to Staverton – This request has been turned down by the Speed Limit Review Panel.  The PC are keen to continue to support this reduction, supporting the Hotel owners.  Proposed by TM, seconded by JG and with 6 votes in favour and 1 against.  Carried.
7.2.3 Warning signs for horses – As per 7.2.2.

7.2.4 A425 Road Crossing at Malabar/Drayton Lodge – No further update.
7.3
Playing Field (Denise & Bruce Blackmore) – A replacement gate latch has been purchased.  The Playing Field is tidy and being well used throughout the summer holidays.  
7.4
Street Lighting (JG) – Street light No 5 needs checking but otherwise all OK.
7.5
Police Liaison (TM) – All OK.
7.6 
Rights of Way (JFG)
      7.6.1 Application for Diversion Order (FD6, FD7 & FD16) – No further update.
7.7
Social Media (SP) 


7.7.1 Key considerations document (Facebook page) – It was approved by all that SP creates a new 
page for the PC.
7.8 
Website (SP)
7.8.1 Website Counter – TM proposed that the counter be added to the website, seconded by JFG and all voted in favour.
7.9
Defibrillator (DB) – All working fine.


7.10
Grass Mowing Representative (SP) – All going very well, additional jobs have been undertaken upon request with no trouble.
7.11     Trees (ST) – Dead tree on Daventry Road to be reported in to Michael Venton (WNC Tree Officer)

8
PLANNING (TM) – An amended application was received earlier today for Wellbrook Lodge and due to the short time scales, an extension for the PC to respond will be requested.
9 

FINANCE 

9.1
Receipts Received

T Pearce 

Barn Rent 


£   125.00


Unity Trust 

Interest 


£     59.09


HSBC


Interest (May/June)

£     13.25


HMRC


VAT Repayment 2024-25
£1,213.98








Total 

£1,411.32 
9.2     Payments  
It was proposed by HL that the following accounts be paid, seconded by SP and all voted in favour:

	Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	BACS
	Leics Gardens 
	Grass Mowing x 3 – June 2025
	£ 750.00  
	
	HA1980 s96 

	BACS
	Mrs S Porter
	Clerks Salary – July 2025
(includes back pay to April 2025/Appraisal Review)

Expenses – July 2025
	£ 776.34

£   12.50
	
	LGA1972 s112

	DD
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting – June 2025
	£  12.19   
	£0.61
	PCA1057 s3

	DD
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting – June 2025
	£  56.94   
	£2.85
	PCA1957 s3 

	BACS
	NCALC
	Training Course – Off to a Flying Start

Jon Granfield & Sian Thomas
	£127.20
	£21.20
	LGA1972 s111

	DD
	HMRC
	PAYE 2025/26 Q1
	£ 283.39
	
	LGA1972 s112


9.3 Bank account balances (as at 30.07.25)



Unity Current Account
£   8,276.61
 


Unity Deposit


£ 16,312.81
(ring fenced £11,253.72 for CIL/£5,000 Street Lighting)

HSBC Deposit 

£   4,843.08   
(ring fenced for barn roof repairs)





£ 29,432.50



(Less August Payments)
£   1,666.04

New Current A/C Total 
£   6,610.57


      Total Funds 

 
£ 27,766.46

10.
CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


10.1 
WNC Consultations; 


Help Shape the Future of Northampton Town Centre – Noted 

Thoughts of Future Management of Council Homes – Noted 
Meeting Closed: 9:10pm
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