
Minutes of the Meeting of Staverton Parish Council
Staverton Village Hall 
Tuesday 3rd February 2026 – 7:30pm 
PRESENT:   Parish Councillors: D Blackmore (DB - Chairperson), AJ Duncan (AJ), J Golding (JFG), 
J Granfield (JG), H Lindsay (HL), T Moriarty (TM), S Parrish (SP), S Thomas (ST), R Frost & C Hastie  (WNC), S Porter (Clerk) and 9 members of the public 
1. OPENING PROCEDURES 
1.1 Chairperson’s Announcements – A reminder to all that the meeting is being recorded. DB is saddened to announce the Clerk’s resignation, the PC will move forward with the advice from NCALC.  Behaviour towards one another within the PC must improve, all to become part of a proactive team and move forward.  The public will be invited to join in throughout the meeting at the discretion of the Chairperson, and if times permits.
1.2 Acceptance of Apologies for Absence – Nil 
2
GOVERNANCE

2.1
Declaration and nature of interest – Planning Application 2026/0114/TPO (AJ – Personal & Prejudicial)


2.2 Consideration of dispensation requests received – Nil 
3 MINUTES
3.1 Approve minutes of PC Meeting held on Tuesday 6th January 2026 – The following amendments were suggested by JFG:
1.3          Councillor Conduct and Amendments to the Minutes – Further to a request from SP regarding the addition of poor behaviour from a councillor to the November minutes, an allegation of predetermination and collusion before the December PC Meeting between DB and TM was put forward, this was denied by DB.  The advice given to DB from NCALC was not to reply via e-mail. DB advised that informal sessions do happen between other councillors, to discuss agenda items and occasionally how the voting will go.  Despite DB being present at some of these meetings, the allegations were denied by SP.
6.18          Community Speedwatch – The latest pilot project has been deemed a success by the Police.  A speed gun can be supplied for £150.00, which includes servicing and repairs.  It was proposed by HL that this be purchased by the PC using the CIL money, seconded by SP and with 7 votes in favour and 1 against (AJ). Carried.
6.21          Assets of Community Value – It was proposed by HL, seconded by AJ that The Countryman be submitted as an ACV.  TM will complete the application. 7 votes in favour and 1 abstention (JFG)
6.22          Budget Proposals 2026/27 – The Chairperson read out the budget report with a suggestion of an increase in the precept for 2026/27 of 20%, an increase from £14,658 to £17,589.  This was rejected since there was no supporting Budget spread sheet, however a proposal of 10% (£16,124) was proposed by JG, seconded by TM and with 5 votes in favour and 3 against (JFG, AJ, SP).  Carried.  A detailed spreadsheet will be prepared and circulated.

The amendments were accepted, and the minutes were then proposed by DB as an accurate record of the meeting and will be signed and dated by the Chairperson, seconded by TM and all voted in favour.
4 
OPEN FORUM – Nil
5 REPORTS FROM WEST NORTHANTS UNITARY COUNCILLORS (R Frost & C Hastie)

5.1 Monthly WNC Update – The parking charges in the market towns of Daventry, Brackley and Towcester have been discussed, and it is hopeful that parking will remain free for 2 hours, with charges applying after that time, and an evening charge in place.  
Briefing Sessions and workshops are being held for the Local Plan consultation.  Staverton currently has Secondary Village status, which has been in place since 2021, with a housing requirement of 24 dwellings designated in the latest Local Plan, which is out for consultation until the end of March.
6. BUSINESS 

6.1 CIL Monies 
6.1.1 Village Gateways & Signs – Three quotes have been received by TM, which will be circulated to all.  These will be reviewed and discussed at the meeting in March.
6.2 Staverton Parish Magazine – The first edition is due the first week in March.  There are nine businesses who have agreed to donate for advertising space, which totals around £800 in donations. TM will pursue the offer from Staverton Park Hotel of the Amazon £100 Gift Vouchers for a competition. The Village Hall, School, Church and WI have all agreed to contribute articles. There will be a quiz, birthday messages, a gardening section and a recipe provided regularly from The Countryman.
6.3 CAN Champion Update 
6.3.1 Community Orchard Project – The tree locations in the Playing Field have been discussed between ST and DB and the plan has been circulated to all.  It is anticipated that the planting will take place in March.
6.4 Community Litter Pick – A litter pick will be planned for early Spring.  The litter picking equipment will be checked in the storage unit.  A date will be agreed at the next meeting, purple bin bags will be requested from WNC/Norse.
6.5 Street Lighting
6.5.1 No 1 (day burner) (Zeta Warranty) – No further update.
6.5.2 Street Light Replacement – Church Street – Balfour Beatty attended as an emergency following the falling of the street light, most probably due to poor metal casting.  Quotes are awaited for the replacement from both Balfour Beatty and E-On.
6.6 Asset Register Review – It was proposed by JFG that the latest version, following the meeting between the Clerk, DB and JFG, be adopted, seconded by HL and all voted in favour.  This will be updated to the website.  Remove from the agenda.
6.7 Parish Matters Planning Policy – The draft version has been circulated to all by AJ, it was proposed by ST that this be adopted by the PC, seconded by JG and with 7 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG).  Carried.  This policy will be updated to the website.  Remove from the agenda.
6.8 Navigating the new NPPF – TM has attended the briefing sessions and circulated the slideshow to the councillors.
6.9 WNC – Local Plan Consultation – Housing targets have to addressed.  The sites and styles of houses can be identified. 
6.10 Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan – It was proposed by AJ, seconded by ST that the Staverton Neighbourhood Development Plan be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting on Thursday 23rd April, with 7 votes in favour and 1 against (JFG). Carried. A full page advert will be included in the Parish Magazine.  A working party will put together a presentation for the parishioners; this will consist of TM, AJ, SP and DB.
6.11 Review of Delegated Responsibility Terms of Reference and communication with Outside Bodies – JFG reminded all councillors of the content of the Terms of Reference.  This can be removed from the agenda.
6.12 Additional Defibrillator for the Parish – Applications have been submitted to apply for a free defibrillator.
6.13 Community Speedwatch – The parish is included in the scheme for 2026.  A recruitment drive is underway to add volunteers to the project   TM confirmed that the speed gun, which agreed to be purchased at the January meeting, does include servicing and repairs.
6.14 SPC Draft IT Policy/Councillor E-Mails – AJ has amended the draft policy and circulated to all.  The policy will be adopted at the March meeting.
6.15 Assets of Community Value – No further updates to report.
6.16 Dog Waste Bins – Daventry Road – The bin opposite the Vets is in need of replacement. ST proposed that a new bin is purchased, up to the sum of £250, seconded by AJ and all voted in favour.  The Clerk will place the order with Glasdon.
6.17 Village Green – The benches and noticeboard are in need of a clean-up.  A jobs list will be created at the March meeting for a ‘Spring Clean Up’ in the parish.
6.18 Budget Proposals 2026/27 - The spreadsheet was circulated to all via e-mail before the meeting.   The budget figures were discussed and several requests for clarification were asked by JFG. 
In consequence DB read out a statement outlining her resignation from the PC, asked TM to take the role of Chair, and left the room.  JG read out a statement stating how he was disappointed by the behaviour of JFG and asks him to resign from the PC for the good of the Parish; this was backed up by ST.  It was proposed by AJ, seconded by JFG that the Clerk writes to DB and requests that she reconsider her resignation, all voted in favour.
6.19 Clerk’s Resignation – An advert is to be placed with NCALC to circulate in the weekly updates and on their website.  The advert will also be posted on the parish noticeboard and website.  Interviews will be arranged.  Many thanks were given by councillors to the outgoing Clerk.
7. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE


7.1 
Badby Road Closure – 2nd-4th March 2026 (Anglian Water) – Noted.
8. PC REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES 

8.1     
Vehicle Activated Signs (S Evans) – All OK.
8.2
Highways (TM)
8.2.1 40mph speed limit – Daventry to Staverton (A425) – No further update.
8.2.2 Warning signs for horses – Can be provided, but would be at a cost of £1,000 to the PC.  This will be removed from the agenda. 

8.2.3 A425 Road Crossing at Malabar/Drayton Lodge – No further update.

8.2.4 Daventry LCWIP – The draft Local Transport Plan appears to award the LCWIP for Daventry to the path to Braunston. TM has responded on behalf of the PC
8.3
Playing Field (Denise & Bruce Blackmore) – No update.
8.4
Street Lighting (JG) – Nothing further to report.
8.5 Police Liaison (TM) – Await delivery of the ‘Security in a Box’
8.6 
Rights of Way (JFG)
8.6.1 Application for Diversion Order (FD6, FD7 & FD16) – This will be removed until an update is received.   The Clerk was asked by TM to write to WNC for an update.
8.7
Social Media (SP) 


8.7.1 Facebook page – This has been set up and requires content to grow the followers to the 
page.
8.8 
Website (SP) – The Register of Interests link has been update to WNC.
8.9
Defibrillator (DB) – Nothing further to discuss.

8.10
Grass Mowing Representative (SP)
            8.10.1 Mowing Costs for 2026 – Await an updated quote from Leics Gardens for 2026.
8.11     Trees (ST) – Permission is required from WNC for The Old Vicarage to trim the tree around the 
street light. ST resigns from the Tree Rep position.  It was proposed by TM that AJ takes on the 
role, seconded by JG and all voted in favour.






9
PLANNING

PROPOSED TREE WORKS 

2026/0114/TPO - To fell 2 x Holly, 1 x Juniper, 1 x Leylandii, 2 x Beech and fire damaged Hollies and works to 2 x Yew, 1 x Cypress within a conservation area, Works to 1 x Pine and Sycamore subject to TPOs - Godfrees House, Manor Road, Staverton
Having answered some questions on the application and previously declared an interest, AJ left the room and did not return. It was proposed by ST that the PC supports this application, seconded by JG and all remaining councillors voted in favour.

10 

FINANCE 

10.1
Receipts Received

T Pearce 

Barn Rent 


£   125.00


HSBC


Interest (January)

£       5.79  








Total 

£   130.79

10.2     Payments  
It was proposed by HL that the following accounts be paid, seconded by JG and all voted in favour.

	Ref
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	BACS
	Mrs S Porter
	Clerks Salary (Net) – January 2026

Expenses – January 2026
	£  381.70

£    12.50 
	
	LGA1972 s112

	DD
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting – January 2026


	£  103.66  
	£ 5.18
	PCA1957 s3 

	DD
	HMRC
	PAYE 2025/26 Q3
	£ 208.82
	
	LGA1972 s112

	BACS
	Staverton Village Hall 
	Annual Hall Hire  - PC        Meetings 2026 
	£ 304.20
	
	LGA1972 s111

	BACS
	Mrs D Blackmore 
	Expenses – A4 Paper & Printer Ink 
	£  34.57
	
	LGA1972 s111


10.3 Bank account balances (as at 28.01.26)



Unity Current Account
£33,698.09  
(WNC Incorrect Payment - £33,178 – to be repaid)


Unity Deposit


£25,789.76
(Ring fenced - £10,846.72 – CIL/£1,520 – Orchard)

HSBC Deposit 

£  4,879.02
 





£64,366.87


(February BACS Payments)
£     732.97


Total Funds 

 
£63,633.90

DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 3rd March 2026 - 7:30pm
Meeting Closed: 9:44pm
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