


Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Staverton Parish Council

	Date
	Location
	Start Time
	End Time

	5th  May 2026
	Staverton Village Hall
	7:30pm
	9:10pm

	Attendees:
Parish Councillors: AJ Duncan (AJ) - Chairman, Councillor D Blackmore (DB) – Vice Chairwoman, J Golding (JFG), J Granfield (JG), H Lindsay (HL), T Moriarty (TM), S Thomas (ST), WNC Councillor R Frost, V Thomas (Clerk), and 9 members of the public

	Apologies: C Hastie (WNC)



OPENING PROCEDURES
1.1 Election of Chairman & Acceptance of Office
AJ proposed to continue as Chairman. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – JFG, Abstention – Nil
Resolved - AJ to continue as Chairman for the next 12 months. AJ signed the Declaration.

1.2	Election of Vice Chairman & Acceptance of Office
DB proposed to undertake role as Vice-Chairperson. Proposer – ST, Seconder – HL, Abstention
Nil.
Resolved - DB elected as Vice-Chairperson for the next 12 months.

1.3  	Acceptance of Apologies for Absence
The Clerk advised of apologies from WNC Councillor C Hastie

1.4	Chairman’s Announcements Clerks address to be kept confidential.
Resolved – Clerks’ personal contact details to remain confidential under GDPR.

1.5	Review of Standing Orders
To continue with the Standing Orders adopted in January 2026. Proposer – JFG, Seconder – DB
Abstention – Nil
Resolved – The current Standing Orders will be retained.
ACTION - Clerk – Circulate the Standing Orders to parish councillors and add to June agenda for review.

1.6	Review of Financial Regulations	
To continue with the current Financial Regulations. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – TM, Abstention – Nil
Resolved – The current regulations be retained.

1.7	Review of Policy Documents & PC Risk Assessment 
To defer this to the June meeting to accommodate a confidential email policy. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstention – Nil
Resolved - Review deferred to June meeting.
ACTION - AJ – Publish the proposed policy relating to confidential emails to parish councillors and Clerk for review at the June meeting.
ACTION - Clerk – Add to June agenda.

1.8	Review of Asset Register
To defer this to the June meeting as the light on the village green is still to be resolved. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – HL, Abstention – Nil
Resolved - Review deferred to June meeting.
ACTION - Clerk – Add to June agenda.

1.9 	Review of Insurance Renewal 
To accept renewal quote from current insurer as the premium increase is small vs last year.
Proposer AJ, Seconder – DB, Absentions – Nil
Resolved  - To accept insurance renewal
ACTION - Clerk – Pay premium and contact insurer to confirm renewal.
1.10	Appointment of Parish Council Representatives (Delegated Responsibilities & Terms of Reference)
Resolved – Councillors will undertake the following responsibilities.

Staverton Matters Magazine - ST to continue. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – ST, Abstention – Nil
ACTION - AJ to share donation information confidentially.

Highways TM to continue. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstention – Nil
Playing Field DB to continue. Proposer – DB, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil
Streetlights JG to continue. Proposer – JG, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil
Police Liaison TM to continue. Proposer – JG, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil
Rights of Way JFG to continue. Proposer – JFG, Seconder – DB, Abstention – Nil
Trees - AJ to continue. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstention – Nil
Defibrillator - DB to continue. Proposer – DB, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil

Media Representative – Propose to defer to next meeting due to councillor vacancies.
Proposer – AJ, Seconder – JFG, Abstention – Nil
ACTION – Clerk to add to June agenda.

Grass mowing – Propose to defer to next meeting due to councillor vacancies, Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstention – Nil
ACTION – Clerk to add to June agenda.

Vehicle Activated Sign – Propose to defer to next meeting following resignation of S Parrish & councillor vacancies. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – ST, Abstention – Nil
ACTION – Clerk to add to June agenda.

Website – Propose to defer to next meeting due to councillor vacancies. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – JFG, Abstention – Nil
ACTION – Clerk to add to June agenda.

Planning – Propose to split into two roles:
TM to lead strategic planning (Local Plan) Proposer – JFG, Seconder – HL, Abstention - Nil
JFG to lead operational (applications) Proposer – JFG, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil

1.11	Nomination of PC Trustee to Village Hall Committee 
Propose DB to be Village Hall Trustee representative. Proposer – DB, Seconder – AJ, Abstention – Nil

1.12	Notice of election of causal vacancy following Councillor Simon Parrish resignation 21/04/2026.
Proposed - Decision to be made at June meeting following expression of interest from two people.
ACTION - Clerk to add to June agenda.

JFG reminded AJ that as Chairman of the parish council, AJ is the Reading Room Trustee.
Resolved – AJ to be Reading Room Trustee
ACTION - Clerk to contact the Reading Room and advise them that AJ is Trustee.

2	GOVERNANCE
2.1	Declaration and nature of interest	
AJ declared an interest in agenda item 6.

2.2 	Consideration of dispensation requests received.
None received


3         OPEN FORUM
3.1      Public input regarding items on the agenda 
A member of the public commented that the agenda for this meeting was not on the website. This will be reinstated once website access and ownership are decided. AJ commented that there is an email distribution list to provide a copy of the agenda if anyone cannot access it via the website or social media.
ACTION – Clerk to contact the previous Clerk to obtain the mailing list.

3.2      Report from West Northants Unitary Councillor
RF stated that the next WNC Highways meeting is scheduled for 27/05/2026. WNC’s apparent reliance of parish councils to edit briefings into a suitable format for publication on social media was discussed together with response deadlines not allowing for the parish council meeting calendar with some deadlines being 2 to 3 weeks, although councillors recognised that extensions, especially for planning purposes, can be requested. JFG will take this on with his new responsibilities with operational planning applications.

4         MINUTES
4.1      APPROVE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 7th April 2026
Proposed the minutes be adopted as a true record of the meeting. Proposer AJ, Seconder TM, Abstentions – Nil.
Resolved – The minutes were accepted and signed by AJ.

Proposed amendment to Minutes policy to require any proposed amendments to draft minutes be submitted to the Clerk within 7 days of the date of publishing to the councillors, and that any proposed agenda items are submitted to the Clerk no later than 7 days prior to the meeting.
Resolved – JFG will review this as part of the overall policy review process and will liaise with the Clerk.

5. CLERK’S CORRESPONDENCE	
5.1 Community Education Sessions – St. John’s ambulance – Defibrillator sessions on hold pending acquisition of a second defibrillator. (TM)
Awaiting response
ACTION – Clerk to contact previous Clerk to for contact details.

5.2 Local Transport Plan – WNC Road Safety questionnaire (TM)
Response sent by TM via the online forum has been acknowledged.

6. 	PLANNING
6.1 2026/1249/LBC at Staverton Manor Road Staverton NN11 6JD - Listed building consent for subdivision of dwellinghouse to form a 2no. bed holiday let with associated internal and external alterations.
AJ left the room due to the interest already declared. JFG presented information, including photos, relating to the property and its history of ancillary connection. JFG proposed the council respond with no objections and request the annex be retained as designated. Proposer – JFG, Seconder – HL, Abstentions – Nil.
Resolved – Council to response with no objection and the requirement for the annex to be retained.

AJ returned to the room.

6.2 2026/1216/MAR at Land At Malabar Farm A425 Staverton Road Staverton Road Daventry - Reserved matters application (appearance, landscaping, layout and scale) for Phases 2A, 3A and 3C comprising 240 dwellings with associated internal access routes, landscaping, public open space and drainage, pursuant to outline permission DA/2019/0750 for a mixed-use development of up to 1,100 dwellings, a two-form-entry primary school, and a local centre (Use Classes A1–A5 and D1/D2,including C2/C3 facilities)
Proposed that as this is outside of the parish and is the next phase of the Malabar development, no objection be lodged. Proposer - AJ, Seconder – JFG, Abstentions – Nil.
Resolved – Respond with no objections.

7 [bookmark: _Hlk201223143]REPORTS FROM WEST NORTHANTS UNITARY COUNCILLORS (R Frost & C Hastie)
7.1       Monthly WNC Update - Duplicate of 3.2

8       BUSINESS – ADD ANY OTHER ITEMS 
8.1 AJ proposes that a mobile phone and sim card be purchased for the new Clerk (ownership retained by SPC) 
Resolved – Clerk to order a mobile phone within the agreed costing of £13/month, 2-year contract, and overall total cost of £402.00.

8.2 AJ proposes that the Clerk investigates the potential to share the cost NCALC New Clerk (this is separate to CiLCA) training for the Clerk with another parish the Clerk works for.
Resolved – NCALC New Clerk training to be investigated with costs and available dates. Defer CiLCA training for 12 months.
ACTION – Clerk to provide an update at the June meeting.

8.3 Annual Parish Meeting – held on Thursday 23rd April 2026 – AJ - No actions arising. Ongoing issues relating to bus service and highway maintenance.
AJ thanked TM for stepping in to present the Local Plan (LP) update at the Annual Parish Meeting on 23rd April 2026. AJ proposed that a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) is developed in parallel with the work TM is doing to challenge the status assigned to the village. AJ proposed to review the Localism Act with the aim of reinvigorating work on a NDP and provide an update of timelines at the June meeting. WNC Councillor RF confirmed support for an NDP. JFG proposed the NDP be placed back on the parish council’s agenda and will circulate the contact information to councillors. TM suggested a Development Plan (DP), in conjunction with WNC, would be more cost effective. 
Resolved – a triple track approach with NDP, DP, and LP. TM to pursue DP and update at June meeting.
Proposer – AJ, Seconder – HL, Abstentions – Nil.
ACTION – Clerk to add to June agenda.

8.4 Immediate (Community) Justice Programme 
8.4.1 Telephone Box – Manor Road – TM confirmed that BT has agreed to paint the phone box, in June 2026 so item to be removed from agenda. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – JFG, Abstentions – Nil.
Resolved – Item removed from the agenda.

8.5 TM proposes purchase of Jarden Spray & Leave to treat village gates prior to painting. 
and installation of new signs. Cost expected to be 2x £19.95 + delivery charge. Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstention – JFG
Resolved – treatment to be purchased.

8.6 AJ proposes a councillor manages the website and Facebook page until the Clerk has capacity to adopt this work.
Resolved – Deferred to June meeting due to new councillor co-option to be agreed.
ACTION – Clerk to speak to S. Parrish to upload documents to the website in the interim.
8.7 JG proposes the council accept the quotation to cap off the electric supply safely to the streetlight on Church St.’ Proposer – JG, Seconder – TM, Against – JFG, Abstention – Nil
Resolved – JG to contact Eon to progress with their quote.
8.8 Grass cutting - Damage to village green and post. It is proposed that the PC pursue the claim for repair by legal means if this is not covered by the PC insurance. AJ explained the potential cost implications of an insurance claim or legal action and proposed a community effort to repair the damaged grass. JFG volunteered to do this and progress the work to replace the post, including determining the correct information to be included on the replacement signpost.
Grass cutting at the village entrance has not been carried out, although JFG has repaired the bird bath.
Resolved – Community effort to be implemented.
ACTION - AJ to speak to R. Frost to arrange topsoil. 
ACTION - JFG to circulate to councillors the cost for signpost ahead of the June meeting.

PC REPRESENTATIVE UPDATES 
9.1     	Vehicle Activated Signs (S Evans) - Deferred to June meeting.
9.2	Highways (TM)
	9.2.1 40mph speed limit – A425 

9.2.2 TRO – A425 – Dragon’s Teeth
Completed

	9.2.3 20mph Road Traffic Order
Expected to be in June/July 2026

	9.2.4 A425 Road Crossing at Malabar/Staverton Lodge
	WNC has agreed funding on the plan for the crossing at Malabar/Staverton Lodge.TM to contact R. Frost

	9.2.5 Bus Service Complaint
	WNC is proposing to investigate whether S106 funds can be reassessed to provide funding for buses. R. Frost and C. Hastie to lobby for this and include in their June update.

9.2.6 Transport Scheme following withdrawal of the Ability Community Bus
The requested two stop extension is expected to cost c.£250k so a grant is unlikely so no grant application will be submitted. A new company proposes a route from Southam stopping at Staverton once/week. Action ongoing.

9.3	Playing Field (Denise & Bruce Blackmore)
9.3.1 ROSPA annual inspection plan
Paint obtained to refurbish the play equipment, date for work TBC. DB has removed the flower bulbs now they are finished. Immediate Justice may be in the village week commencing 04/05/2026. RSOPA inspection now organised and expected in July 2026.
ACTION – Clerk to contact previous Clerk to confirm this is now on ROSPA’s annual inspection schedule.

Dog walking in the playing field requires review as signage does not clearly state dogs are not permitted in the area. Propose to investigate cost and required location for signs which should include the ROSPA information. 
DB and JFG to review existing signage and provide an update with expected costs in the June meeting.
ACTION – Clerk to place on agenda for June meeting.
9.4	Street Lighting (JG)
9.4.1 Church Street – quotes from E-On and Balfour Beatty
Already resolved earlier in the meeting.

9.5       Police Liaison (TM)
9.5.1 Community Speed Watch 
Have been out twice and due again week commencing 04/05/2026.

9.5.2 Crime Prevention in a Box 
Expected to be two boxes but they have not been issue yet due to a delay with the
supply for one of the components.

9.5 Rights of Way (JFG) 
             Questionnaire to be completed by JFG.

9.7	Social Media (TBC)
	Deferred to next meeting
	 
9.8 	Website (TBC)
	Deferred to next meeting

9.9	Defibrillator (DB) 
	All working OK
	9.9.1 funding application for additional defibrillator	
	ACTION – Clerk to contact previous Clerk for update.

9.11     Trees (AJ)
	Nothing to report.

9.12     Staverton Parish Magazine (ST)
    June issue should be delivered 30th and 31st May 2026. JFG and HL volunteered to  
   deliver these with JFG offering to deliver the outlying area.

9.13     Community Orchard project (ST)
Four trees purchased and stored with DB. £90 refund included in the payments list. ST to purchase remainder of trees online with delivery expected mid-May 2026. Planting date TBC. GreenAcres are sourcing tree guards and AJ offered to assist with planting.

10 FINANCE 

	 10.1
	Type
	Reference
	Payee
	Detail
	Gross
Amount
	VAT 
element
	Authority

	
	Payment
	BACS
	S Porter
	Clerk’s Net Salary April 26
£ 763.40
Expenses £12.50 
	£ 775.90
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment
	BACS
	V Thomas
	Clerk’s Net Salary April 26
£340.10
Expenses £104.45
	£444.55
	
	LGA1972 s112

	
	Payment
	DD
	Yu Energy 
	Street Lighting
NOTE – Copy invoices requested
	£72.80
	£ 3.47
	PCA1957 s3

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	Parish Online 
	Annual Website Renewal
	£ 384.00
	£64.00
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	S Parrish 
	APM Expenses – Drinks/Nibbles
	£145.48
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment 
	BACS
	D Blackmore
	Paint brushes for playing field equipment
	£ 7.96
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	BACS
	NCALC
	Membership & internal audit
	£686.04
	£50.45
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	BACS
	Staverton Village Hall
	Meetings x2 March 2026
	£35.10
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	BACS
	Northants PFCC (?)
	Refund of money not spent
	£63.70
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	BACS
	Deposit account
	Transfer from current account to deposit account reflecting energy savings from street light changes
	£1,250.00
	
	LGA1972 s111

	
	Payment
	BACS
	D.B. Sockett
	Release from reserved orchard funds
	£90.00
	
	LGA1972 s111



JFG suggested the village hall invoiced costs were already included in the annual charge.
ACTION – Clerk to confirm this with the previous Clerk prior to making payment for this invoice.

Resolved – Payments agreed, Proposer – AJ, Seconder – DB, Abstentions – Nil

10.2      Income Received:
	T Pearce	Barn Rent 			£    125.00 
Unity Trust	Interest				£     This is due to be received 30/04/26, to 
							       be included in June ’26 agenda.                                                    
WNC		½ Year Precept			£     This is due to be received 30/04/26, to 
							        be included in June’26 agenda.
					
					Total 		£    125.00
Resolved – No observations

10.3	Bank account balances as at 27.04.26:

	Unity Current Account		£  5,225.40
 	Unity Deposit			£21,922.77 (CIL – £9,846.72/Orchard - £1,520/Magazine 
    						        –£530/ £3,000 for barn roof repairs)
				Total 	£ 27,148.17	

	(Less May Payments		£  3,955.53) 

	Total Funds at Bank 		£23,192.64

JFG commented that the barn roof and magazine funds are in the current account and not the deposit account.
ACTION – JFG to arrange a meeting with the new Clerk and HL to review and resolve.

10.3   Unity Bank – Mandate Update – New Clerk being added. 
10.4   HSBC bank account closed and the balance £4,893.69 transferred to Unity Trust 
10.5 
DATE OF NEXT PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 2nd June 2026 - 7:30pm
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